


In tro duc tion

There are many faith ful church mem bers to day who are not
sat is fied with their Chris tian life. Most ser mons they hear are largely
con cerned with defi ni tions of doc trine, the ol ogy or of some so cial is -
sue. There is such a blend ing of po liti cal, so cial and re lig ious terms
that God’s voice to them is usu ally in dis tin guish able from the opin -
ion of man. Right and wrong, right eous ness and sin are not clearly
de fined. How to find one’s place of serv ice in the church and please
the Lord is un clear.

If you are such a per son, and be lieve that there is lit tle you can
do to cor rect the situa tion, then this tract has been writ ten for you.
The Lord has a great work He wants you to do, right where you are.
Read on and be lieve; you may never be the same again!

THE PREEMINENCE OF CHRIST

Make no mis take about this point! There can be only one place
of pre emi nence if a church is to have a spiri tu ally credi ble wit ness to
the lost. It doesn’t make any dif fer ence whether it is highly li tur gi cal
or is an un de nomi na tional, body- ministry ori ented as sem bly; Christ
Him self, must have cen ter stage! Only to the ex tent that in the eyes of 
eve ry one His Lord ship is su premely more im por tant than all per -
sons, all doc trine and all tra di tion, will the Holy Spirit be free to do
His work.

Un for tu nately, most con gre ga tions, if they were hon est, would 
ad mit they judge their church by meas ures other than how truly
Christ is ex alted. Some ex am ples of their yard sticks would in clude:

• Mu sic Min is try

• Ser mon

• At ten dance

• Of fer ing

• Or der and flow of events that make up a meet ing, in clud ing its
length



Pos si bly the best way to rec og nize how in ap pro pri ate such
meas ures are is to con sider the life and com mu nity prac tices of the
early church as de scribed for us in the first chap ters of the book of
Acts. It is ap par ent that these early be liev ers were wholly com mit ted
to care for one an other and to stand united in their tes ti mony for
Christ. Their faith was largely cen tered in four prac tices.

And they were con tinu ally de vot ing them selves to the apos tles’ 
teach ing, and to fel low ship, to the break ing of bread and to
prayer. (Acts 2:42)

The credi bil ity of their wit ness for Christ was not based in pro -
grammed meet ings; it was ex pressed in a life style that pro duced
spiri tual fruit on a daily ba sis.

And day by day con tinu ing with one mind in the tem ple, and
break ing bread from house to house, they were tak ing their
meals to gether with glad ness and sin cer ity of heart, prais ing
God, and hav ing fa vor with all the peo ple. and the Lord was
add ing to their number day by day those who were be ing
saved. (Acts 2:46-47)

It was not their doc trines, prac tices or sac ra ments that bound
them to gether, but the liv ing un ion they had in the Spirit with Christ.
Life in Christ can not be con fined to doc trine and defi ni tions. It is
pos si bly best de scribed by the Greek word KOINONIA, which
means to share a com mon life through the Holy Spirit.

But the one who joins him self to the Lord is one spirit with
Him. (1 Cor in thi ans 6:17)

This life un ion in the Spirit is what con sti tutes the church; it is
the only ba sis for true unity in the body of Christ. God has al ways
sought to have such fel low ship with His peo ple. Where Christ is not
pre emi nent, then creeds, doc trines and tra di tions take on an in ap pro -
pri ate meas ure of im por tance that even tu ally be comes a source of di -
vi sion among be liev ers. He alone was the ba sis of their iden tity.

The cen tral ity of Christ to these early saints was not ex hib ited
sim ply in their ad mi ra tion of His words and deeds but in their per -
sonal obe di ence to Him. His Lord ship was real to them! Each be -
liever was re spon si ble to serve in his (or her) place in the lo cal body.
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There was no con cept of clergy and la ity, of per form ers and
spec ta tors. The fol low ing verse ex presses their con cept or min is try
in a meet ing.

What is the out come then, breth ren? When you as sem ble, each 
one has a psalm, has a teach ing, has a reve la tion, has a
tongue, has an in ter pre ta tion. Let all things be done for edi fi -
ca tion. (1 Cor in thi ans 14:26)

Each true be liever was an ac tive min is ter when ever the body
of Christ as sem bled. The Lord Him self was the cen ter of their at ten -
tion. It was He who they wor shipped, and it was His words that they
sought to hear and obey.

When ever the em pha sis of a church be comes mired in pro -
grams, com mit tees, poli tics or or gani za tion, these things will in evi -
ta bly usurp pri or ity over the pre emi nence of Christ. The end re sult is
a sti fling of body min is try, and the con trol of what takes place in the
as sem bly be gins to pass from the Holy Spirit into the hands of man.

I re call watch ing on tele vi sion the per form ance of a mu si cian
who al ter nately played a vio lin or an ac cor dion. At the same time, he
ac com pa nied him self with a har mon ica held in po si tion by a strap
around his head and sup plied tim ing for his mu sic by beat ing a drum
with sticks tied to his feet. Al though the qual ity of his mu sic was not
great, his abil ity to si mul ta ne ously play sev eral in stru ments was
most im pres sive.

The mu si cian re minded me of what con gre ga tions to day de -
mand of their pas tor. He is ex pected to per form all spiri tual tasks in
the as sem bly, to rep re sent the church in the lo cal com mu nity and to
ad min is trate all ma jor func tions for the con gre ga tion.

This mind- set is not from God, and it cer tainly did not ex ist in
the early church. The Lord sees a lo cal church much like a sym phony 
or ches tra. As con duc tor, He de sires to ex press a har mony of spiri tual 
min is try through the many in stru ments that He has cho sen to make
up His body. The skill of any one par ticu lar mem ber is not nearly as
im por tant as the or ches tra tion of all mem bers.

But to each one is given the mani fes ta tion of the Spirit for the
com mon good. (1 Cor in thi ans 12:7)
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Thus, the ul ti mate meas ure of suc cess for lead ers in the church
is not in the ex cel lence of their per sonal per form ance, but rather,
how well they have equipped and pre pared each in di vid ual be liever
to serve (Ephe si ans 4:11-16). To equip a saint for his place in the
body of Christ is to es tab lish what God has planned from eter nity for
that per son. The great est trag edy in life is not death, but a life lived
that failed to find and ful fill the call of God! And the place of equip -
ping be gins at the cross of Christ!

FOUNDATIONS OF THE CROSS

There are three foun da tional truths con cern ing the cross of
Christ that an chor our Chris tian faith.

1. First of all, this is where spiri tual life be gins. The cross is where
God’s Son died in our place, shed ding His blood to cleanse our souls
from sin. When, by re pen tance and faith in His death and res ur rec -
tion, we per son ally ac cept Him as our Sav ior and Lord, we pass from 
death into life be com ing a child of God.

The Old Tes ta ment prom ised atone ment for sin through the
blood of ani mal sac ri fices. These of fer ings fore shad owed the blood
of Christ.

The life of the flesh is in the blood and I have given it to you on
the al tar to make atone ment for your souls; for it is blood by
rea son of the life that makes atone ment. (Le viti cus 17:11)

The ani mals se lected could not have any blem ish. They were
killed, skinned, cut into pieces, burned with fire, and es sen tially de -
stroyed (Leviti cus 4). This pic tures for us the ut ter hu milia tion and
suf fer ing of God’s Christ. His beard was plucked out and His fa cial
ap pear ance was marred (Isaiah 50:6), pierced through with nails
(Psalms 22:16), His side was thrust through by a sword (John 19:34), 
and all of His bones were forced out of joint by pres sures gen er ated
as He hung upon the cross (Psalms 22:14, 17). We too eas ily for get
how much He suf fered, and thus, how much He loves us and how ter -
ri ble sin is to Him. How ever, He en dured eve ry thing be cause only
the blood of Christ, the Lamb of God who was com pletely sin less,
could purge our souls from sin and our con sciences from guilt (1 Pe -
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ter 1:18-19; He brews 9:14, 22). The cross ex presses the love of God
for sin ners.

2. The sec ond foun da tional truth is that the cross of Christ pro vides
vic tory for us over our fallen hu man na ture which causes us to sin.
Je sus went to the cross as the last Adam, tak ing with Him our cor rupt 
Ad amic na ture which was cru ci fied with Him. He dealt once and for
all with our fallen Ad amic na ture. We can walk in vic tory as we ex -
change our life for His.

I am cru ci fied with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but
Christ lives in me; and the life which I live in the flesh I live by
faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and de liv ered Him self
up for me. (Ga la tians 2:20)

Just as it re quires faith to be lieve on the Lord Je sus Christ, it
also re quires faith to be lieve what scrip ture states hap pened to our
old na ture on the cross.

For the death that He died, He died to sin, once for all; but the
life that He lives, He lives to God. Even so, con sider (reckon,
fully be lieve) your selves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in
Christ Je sus. (Ro mans 6:10-11)

The re al ity of this truth in one’s walk has ab so lutely noth ing to
do with how one feels, how im pos si ble per sonal cir cum stances may
be, or whether one has failed the Lord. It de pends en tirely on be liev -
ing and trust ing in what God de clares in His word. He says that our
sin ful na ture was cru ci fied with Christ and that we have been given a
new life, an ex changed life, in Him.

Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on 
earth. For you have died and your life is hid den with Christ in
God. (Co los sians 3:2-3)

The act by which a new be liever first ex presses faith in this
truth is to per son ally iden tify with the Lord’s death by be ing bap tized 
in wa ter. In so do ing, one is tes ti fy ing, “I be lieve that my old na ture
was cru ci fied with You (Lord) on the cross, and I now bury it in the
wa ters of bap tism where the Holy Spirit will cut it away by cir cum ci -
sion so that I may rise out of the wa ter to walk in new ness of life.”
What a won der ful pro vi sion is ours in the cross of Christ!
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. . . do you not know that all of us who have been bap tized in
Christ Je sus have been bap tized into His death? There fore we
have been bur ied with Him through bap tism into death, in or -
der that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory
of the Fa ther, so we too  might walk in new ness of life . . .
know ing this, that our old self was cru ci fied with Him, that
our body of sin might be done away with, that we should no
longer be slaves to sin; for he who has died is freed from sin.
(Ro mans 6:3-4, 6-7)

In Him also you were cir cum cised with a cir cum ci sion not
made with hands, but in a (spiri tual) cir cum ci sion (per formed
by) Christ by strip ping off the body of the flesh (the whole, cor -
rupt ca nal na ture with its pas sions and lusts). Thus you were
cir cum cised when you were bur ied with Him in your bap tism
. . . (Co los sians 2:11-12 AMPLIFIED)

The wa ters of bap tism by them selves can do noth ing; what
takes place is a work of the Holy Spirit.

Af ter this, should we sin, the rem edy is al ways the same: in -
stant re pen tance with con fes sion while turn ing wholly and anew to
our Sav ior (1 John 1:7). If we are con sis tent in do ing so, a love for
right eous ness and a new aware ness of the sin ful ness of sin will arise
in our hearts. This is evi dence of the  new life de vel op ing within us.
We are to keep our eyes on Him, not on our selves, our fail ures, our
suc cesses, our cir cum stances or on the en emy. Eve ry thing we will
ever need is to be found in Him. He is our vic tory, our life and our
hope!

3. There is also a third won der ful pro vi sion for be liev ers in the cross
of Christ.

. . . that in Him self He might make the two (Jew and Gen tile)
into one new man, thus es tab lish ing peace, and might rec on -
cile them both in one body to God through the cross . . .
(Ephe si ans 2:15-16)

We never stand alone as be liev ers in Christ. We are a mem ber
in par ticu lar of the body of Christ. We have been spiri tu ally born into 
the fam ily of God. We now have broth ers and sis ters to help and en -
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cour age us in our Chris tian pil grim age. We are all uniquely one body 
be cause of the cross.

Je sus was not only the last Adam, He was also the first- born
from the dead. He is the first of a new race of which He is the Head.
This com pany of be ings is re ferred to in scrip ture as “the body of
Christ,” “a cho sen race,” “a royal priest hood,” “a holy na tion,” “one
new man” and “the church of god.”

It is within this col lec tive re la tion ship of those in un ion with
Christ that each be liever finds his iden tity and place of serv ice. This
is not pri mar ily based on who we are in Him but rather on who He is
in us. There is a unique de posit of His life within each of us that de -
ter mines our call and serv ice in His body. He de sires to be cen ter fo -
cus in all things that con cern us, and it is not a ques tion of how much
or how lit tle abil ity we have.

This or gan ism of body life is not based on re lig ious or gani za -
tion or on de nomi na tional mem ber ship. It is sim ply the life un ion, or
spiri tual com mun ion, that be liev ers have with Christ and with one
an other. We are mem bers of a liv ing body where each one has a
unique and vi tal func tion to ful fill through the Spirit and by the grace 
of  God. It is a body with out any hi er ar chy or classes of be liev ers; a
com mon char ac ter is tic is that all are ser vants.

For just as we have many mem bers in one body and all the
mem bers do not have the same func tion, so we, who are many,
are one body in Christ, and in di vidu ally mem bers of one an -
other. And since we have gifts that dif fer ac cord ing to the
grace given to us, let each ex er cise them ac cord ingly . . . (Ro -
mans 12:4-6)

Spiri tual serv ice is a ques tion of grace and anoint ing. The Holy 
Spirit dis trib utes spiri tual gifts to each one just as He wills, and God
places each mem ber in the body as He de sires (1 Cor in thi ans 12:11,
18)

. . . God has so com posed the body, giv ing more abun dant
honor to that mem ber which lacked that there should be no di -
vi sion in the body, but that the mem bers should have the same
care for one an other. (1 Cor in thi ans 12:24-25)
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We place our feet on this foun da tion stone by wholly com mit -
ting our selves to a Bib li cal lo cal church, so that we can be built to -
gether by the Spirit with other be liev ers and equipped to serve in a
lo cal ex pres sion of Christ’s body.

Be cause God sees us as one body in Christ, we must pur pose in 
our hearts to love all other mem bers. We are called col lec tively to be -
come an ex pres sion of the will and char ac ter of Christ. This re quires
unity. There must be no gos sip, di vi sion, back bit ing or fault find ing.
In stead we are to serve, com fort, ad mon ish, love and care for one an -
other.

The body of Christ is a place of tran si tion where we learn to be
less con cerned about our per sonal needs and be come com mit ted to
meet the needs of oth ers. This is the pri mary mo ti va tion of body min -
is try.

There fore en cour age one an other and build up one an other . . . 
(1 Thes sa lo ni ans 5:11)

Let each of us please his neigh bor for his good, to his edi fi ca -
tion. (Ro mans 15:2)

And let us con sider how to stimu late one an other to love and
good deeds. (He brews 10:24)

The many bene fits of re la tion ship and body min is try are best
learned and prac ticed in the dy nam ics of small groups (i.e., home
church or cell- group meet ings).

Let us now ad dress the is sue of how the church lost these prin -
ci ples and prac tices of spiri tual life.

THE TRADITIONS OF MEN

When we con sider what God has pro vided for His peo ple
through the cross of Christ, we are faced with the ques tion, “What on 
earth hap pened to the church?” To an swer this cor rectly, we have to
first un der stand where the prob lem be gan.

It is easy to blame church fail ures and prob lems on the devil;
af ter all, he is com mit ted to law less ness while we who be lieve are on
God’s side. How ever, the real cul prit is the hand of man! If we re -
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search church his tory we would find that sub tle changes, which oc -
curred over many years, have the fin ger prints of man all over them.
This is where the real prob lem lies!

It is im por tant to rec og nize that none of these is sues, by them -
selves, dis qual ify a church from the grace and power of God. It is
also im por tant to re mem ber when sin and fail ure are rec og nized, that 
through godly re pen tance and obe di ence, in di vidu als and churches
can be for given and re newed. Let us briefly ex am ine ten ar eas of
change that have made the con tem po rary church so dif fer ent from
that of the first cen tury.

1. The early be liev ers came to gether fre quently through out the week
to spon ta ne ously share their life in Christ with one an other. They
were com mit ted to the pro cess of mak ing dis ci ples for Christ. The
church of to day gath ers once, or per haps twice, in a week to ex pe ri -
ence a pro grammed one hour serv ice of song, an nounce ments and
ser mon with the hope of gain ing de ci sions for Christ.

2. The first as sem blies had no of fi cial church build ing for over two
hun dred years; the saints gath ered in homes (Philemon 1:2; Col o ssi -
ans 4:5; Ro mans 16:5; Acts 2:46, 20:20). To day, a church is largely
iden ti fied by its build ing and, in some cases, even by the build ing’s
ar chi tec ture. The em pha sis to day is more on “go ing to church” than
on “be ing a church.”

3. The first churches were over seen by a plu ral group of elders, men
who were se lected from the con gre ga tion be cause they dem on strated 
the char ac ter, grace and ser vant’s heart that quali fied them to shep -
herd the flock (1 Timo thy 3:1-7; Mat thew 20:25-28). The spiri tual
over sight of mod ern day churches is in vested in one man (i.e., pas tor, 
sen ior pas tor or priest). The ba sis of their author ity lies in their ti tle
or of fice, a po si tion they are pre pared for by edu ca tion at a school of
the ol ogy. Not con tent with lim it ing it self to the spiri tual in put of only 
one min is ter, the church to day also places upon this per son all the ad -
min is tra tive re spon si bili ties nec es sary to hold things to gether.

4. Con gre ga tions of be liev ers in the early church viewed them selves
as a lo cal ex pres sion of the body of Christ in their city. They were a
char is matic body in the Spirit with each be liever com mit ted to be ing
a unique con tribu tor of the life of Christ (Ro mans 12:1-6). In con -
trast, pres ent day churches are struc tured to func tion as in sti tu tions
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with be liev ers di vided into two classes: clergy (per form ers) and la ity 
(spec ta tors). In stead of rec og niz ing, as the early church did, that
each be liever is called by god to be com mit ted to a place of serv ice,
the church to day only re quires such com mit ment from “full time”
clergy. Thus, the church is weak ened since the av er age be liever finds 
it much eas ier to help pay some one to do the work of God than face
the com mit ment to ful fill the call on his own life.

5. The early churches were shep herded by elders, with apos tles
among them trav el ing be tween con gre ga tions to lay foun da tions for
churches, to or dain elders and to give over all di rec tion. To day, the
body of Christ is di vided into de nomi na tions, each with its own doc -
trinal em pha sis that is pro claimed through as so ci ated churches. Min -
is ters are ac count able within a hi er ar chi cal struc ture of author ity
pat terned af ter that of the busi ness world, be ing re spon si ble to their
own par ticu lar head quar ters.

6. The first church pre sented the united wit ness and tes ti mony of one
gos pel and one body in Christ to a pa gan world. This gos pel was the
gos pel of the king dom of God (Luke 16:16). To day there are many
gos pels, such as: fun da men tal ism, the full gos pel, do min ion the ol -
ogy, lib era tion the ol ogy, the so cial gos pel, the sac ra men tal li tur gi cal
gos pel, gos pel of faith and pros per ity, etc. Al though all prom ise, in
some meas ure, the grace and sal va tion of God, the gos pel of the
king dom is uniquely cen tered around the gov ern ment and cen tral ity
of Christ in sal va tion. The pro po nents of these gos pel em pha ses
com pete with one an other to gain mem bers and in flu ence. They seek
to main tain unity within the con test of their own de nomi na tional
body of doc trine and prac tice. As James Rutz so ac cu rately states in
his ex cel lent book, THE OPEN CHURCH: “We have de nomi na tions 
to day that are cus tom made for think ers, for feel ers, and for do ers.”1

7. The origi nal church obeyed the Lord’s com mand to avoid ti tles
when re fer ring to their min is tries (Mat thew 23:8-12). The churches
to day iden tify their vari ous min is ters through spe cific ti tles of ten
with spe cial cloth ing to fur ther dis tin guish their of fice. (Some ob vi -
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ous ex am ples are: rev er end, sen ior pas tor, arch bishop, gen eral su -
per in ten dent, car di nal, pope, etc.). In the be gin ning, author ity of
min is ters was evi dent by the grace and anoint ing that rested upon
them along with their ex em plary life style. The use of ti tles im ply a
God- given author ity. If for what ever rea son this does not ex ist, ti tles
then re place the Holy Spir it’s anoint ing in the eyes of the peo ple.

8. Two pri mary char ac ter is tics of early church meet ings were “spon -
ta ne ity” and “sim plic ity.” They gath ered in ex cite ment and ex pec -
tancy to wor ship the Lord and to hear from Him. The equiva lent
char ac ter is tics to day would be “pro gram” and “lit urgy,” where ex -
pec tancy is of ten lim ited to hear ing a good ser mon and be ing en ter -
tained by the mu sic.

9. Meet ing of the early church were rich in spiri tual gifts, min is tries
and prayer. The es sence of serv ices was the be liev ers’ day- by- day
tes ti mony of what God was speak ing and do ing in their midst. Mod -
ern day serv ices are largely ser mons ori ented around defi ni tion and
doc trine. The em pha sis be ing more on the ol ogy and the ory than
what God is cur rently speak ing.

10. The early church turned their known world up side down by tak -
ing the chal lenge of evan gel ism very se ri ously. Each mem ber be -
came a po ten tial wit ness for Christ in his or her com mu nity. Mira cles 
were fre quent, and the Lord added to the church daily those who
were saved. Be liev ers to day gen er ally bring the un saved with them
to church in the hope that they will hear and re spond to the gos pel.
The em pha sis has be come tak ing the lost to church rather than the
church go ing out to win them. How ever, a re vival is com ing when
the Holy Spirit will anoint and thrust out be liev ers, adults and the
youth, into the streets to bring in a great har vest. And mira cles will
be com mon place!

These ten is sues are symp to matic of the prob lem that crip ples
the church to day, for they re veal how greatly the hand of man has
lim ited and re placed the Holy Spir it’s role. How ever, all is not lost;
there is an an swer to the situa tion.
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FOUR STEPS TO REALITY

If I am a church mem ber and rec og nize the prob lem, I im me di -
ately face the ques tion, “What on earth can or should I do about it?”
The truth is that there is much that one per son can ac com plish; I can
be come an in stru ment for change in the hand of God. Fur ther more, I
do not have to be a great stu dent of the Bi ble or even a gifted speaker, 
I sim ply have to be will ing. One with God is a ma jor ity.

The fol low ing are at ti tudes and ac tions that I must avoid:

• Criti cize the lead er ship • Fire the pas tor

• Re or gan ize the church • Start a new de nomi na tion

• Look for a per fect church • Stop go ing to church

The place to be gin is with my own heart not the church. I must
first face the re al ity of where I am per son ally in my re la tion ship to
Christ. I must view sin as He sees it. It is hor ri ble, de grad ing, and it
will crip ple me. It musts be re pented of and for saken. What ever I
may need for a life of vic tory is avail able to me in the pro vi sions of
the cross. He must be come pre emi nent in my life.

The sec ond step, if I am a par ent, is to ac cept full re spon si bil ity 
to ward my spouse and chil dren as I am com manded to in the word of
God. In re al ity, a church will be no stronger in God than its fami lies
are.

The third step is my obe di ence to what God’s word com mands
me con cern ing my re spon si bil ity to the lost and re la tion ship to His
peo ple, in clud ing those over me in the Lord. Un til I face the re al ity of 
these three is sues, I should not be overly con cerned about fail ures or
weak nesses I may see in the church.

It is pos si ble that, once my heart is right to ward the lo cal
church lead er ship, the Lord may open the way to at tend a new com -
mu nity of be liev ers. Wher ever I fel low ship, the fourth step lies
clearly be fore me. I am not to gos sip or find fault, but com mit my self
to in ter cede for the church and its lead ers. Prayer and fast ing is an
ul ti mate step of be com ing real be fore God. God’s house is to be a
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house of prayer for all na tions, for li tur gi cal, evan geli cal and char is -
matic “na tions.” Four in gre di ents will be nec es sary for suc cess in
this en deavor: faith, hu mil ity, pa tience and per se ver ance; and I can
ex pect to be tested in all four ar eas. Re lig ion makes peo ple weird,
but Je sus makes them real! Spiri tual re al ity is nec es sary; all re lig ious 
fa cades must go.

The em pha sis is to pray for a spirit of hu mil ity and re pen tance
to fall upon the peo ple, to claim His prom ises to re store and re new
those who re spond. The best en vi ron ment for prayer is pri vate gath -
er ings. God’s heart is in clu sive of all His peo ple, thus my prayer
should not be lim ited to only the lead ers and for each be liever in the
as sem bly to dis cover and ful fill his place of serv ice, but it should
also reach out for all churches in the area.

CONCLUSION

Is it pos si ble that these four steps can trans form an in flexi ble,
tra di tional church into the re al ity of a lo cal ex pres sion of Christ’s
body? Be fore we say, “no way,” we should rec og nize how quickly
the Lord moved in re sponse to prayer and brought down com mu nism 
in Europe.

. . . the ef fec tive prayer of a right eous man can ac com plish
much. (James 5:16)

We Chris tians seem to al ways un der es ti mate the power and
sov er eignty of God. He never leaves His throne, and noth ing takes
place apart from His per mis sive or di rec tive will! The ini tia tive for
re newal and res to ra tion al ways be gins with Him.

Which is more dif fi cult for Him: to turn a com mu nist na tion
into a de moc racy, or to change a tra di tional church into a pli able
wine skin full of new wine?

He raises up lead ers and na tions, and He bring them low ac -
cord ing to His will. In the end, all events are sim ply part of a pro cess
in which God will cer tainly es tab lish His king dom on earth as it is in
heaven. Noth ing is ever be yond the ju ris dic tion of His author ity.

His in tent to ward us is for good, not evil. His Fa ther heart is a
heart of love that wants to change us, to trans form us into a vic to ri ous 
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peo ple who live above sin and fail ure; a peo ple who will walk in the
pro vi sions of the cross. He is con cerned about every area of our lives, 
no mat ter how small or in sig nifi cant it may be to us. He does not
sepa rate our lives into secu lar and spiri tual realms; all that we are
and do con cerns Him. Fur ther more, He has no fa vor ite de nomi na -
tion. He loves all of His kids.

There is a spe cial word go ing forth from the Lord to day call ing 
His peo ple to re pent and sepa rate them selves wholly unto Him. He is 
at work to unit and pre pare the church for a great end- time con flict of 
spiri tual war fare and har vest that brings this age of grace to a close.
The is sue we all face is whether we will hum ble our selves and sub -
mit to His will or stand in op po si tion to Him. There is no place for
neu tral ity. Those who re spond in obe di ence will rule and reign with
Him in eter nity. He is go ing to come back for a vic to ri ous church. He
alone will be ex alted and have pre emi nence in His house when the
proper foun da tion is back in place.

The is sue fac ing be liev ers is not one of “go ing to heaven”; it
con cerns the glory that is prom ised to those who over come. To go
our own way is to for feit this honor. He is call ing us to hum ble our -
selves, to in ter cede for the church and to walk to gether in ho li ness
be fore Him. The chal lenge we face in Chris ten dom to day, es pe cially
lead ers, is pain fully clear: take our hands off and give the Lord back 
His church!

No copyright restrictions. Tracts may be copied.
Offerings will be gratefully appreciated..

FOU NT AI N  OF  L I FE  PU B L I CAT I ONS

71 Old Kings Highway  Lake Katrine, NY 12449
(845) 336-7333

Dale Rumble can be reached at (845) 382-1953

•

For this tract and others download from
www.thefountain.org


